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A fire smo!dfJSBMJJffipy atn the s1te ?* 122nd St. and Cottage
Grove Av«*: 1î |H||ifttChicago was first reported to tf.S. FPA
on August ^mpHp '̂la '̂ic* tha* time, the agency has us<HJ •
emergency fuWf'^fwtftfc Supprfund program to attest tin sfT
•the fire, artd'to closely monitor the s i tuat ion. Clay C*P<;
Installed over "hot spots" sppf to be s i jccess^ul ! v cutt' r"; ri'f

the oxygen supply to the f i re.

125 temperature probes Inserted throughout the s i t e arp
'twice a day. This data sh^ the temperatures Cropping.-
wil l continue to monitor an*l track the f i re anrt t ake
If necessary.

EPA h^s received reports that there are drums buried on.
side ot the M1ssbur1 P a c i f i c Railroad embankment on the west

• borderer the site.

The exact contents of the drums are unknown, but they m«v <!p"t
sMock sensitive materials. This means they nay hp extremely
senslt jv? to heat or motion a , , . w,,at handling mus* .*e kept' to
minimum. If the contents are rt1sturbedv 1t 1s possible they
could explode^

What win be
done abouT
the drum»?

How •will that
worTT?

U.S. FP«, Id cWiliiî tatlOn with the c i ty of O icAOO has
concluded that'ailr^'ihbclc sensi t ive waste shouM be detonat
on site. This »*MI b* safpr than transport ing the drums I
dlsposa.1 site, leaving the'drums as they are no the
1s too risky S^Ewl&^any shock sensi t ive *»at«»r1a!s
sensitive with 49*, *

First, each drum will be unearthed using a
'or use with na/aMous m a t p ' l ^ ' s . Fac^ irijf * » ' ? '

and the coiit^nfs wf .1 ) r>e -Ident 1 f ied to -le*er»Vni>

to

l 11 be Isolated on the site
enclosed area, njde out of

It contaUt-v Shock
snock sensi t ive w 1 1 be
hazardous waste landf i l l

The

mater ia l .
and s*"t

constructed
<n a
c'ay.



Aretresidents
in any danger?

What about
other saTety
measures?T

How do you
know th"U"
wfll work?

Who w i l l de
the work? .

What happens
next'

mate r ia l w i l l he detonated 1" fmall ajnount1; ' up to f 4 v e
gallon at a t1nw»i . FP« p'stinatps H w1 M t a k e a m ;nlp>um o'
four to six wi»pk<; to rpdove the rtruns, spparatp out the
non-shock sens i t i ve cuterl*] and detonate t*»e «:*»ock s e n s i t i v e
Mater ial uslnq thpsp mptnod lca^-procedures.

No. The drums wil l ' hp detonated 1n a controlled environment.
The maxlmunt range thp detonat ions could «fftct 1s about
Nearby residents may hear_ the noise, but th«re shouldn' t
otKtr *ff*ct.i,,.ioi«the surrounrtlnq area.

To b e ' - . w i ; l i t v * «1.r j»o«ltorinq *ill iv conducted
^ the Chicago n re Depa--tment
preparpvl in case there are fumes or a

Th* fir* rtep»rtK»nt wi l l be.on-sne'duMng drun recwval* so H
can respond Instantly 1f an unexpected 'n'ddent occurs. -

• • •
has coo^d1n8tefl w.ltn l oc« f f-i^e, pol icp and

serv ices to IX» surp nil ro"» • nqpnr ;'e^ ^>"p con«, I

The workers, of course, w i l l use, specia l 1zecT equ1pn*»nl~Inii
highly protective c lothing throughout the procedures. There 1s
no need fQr nearby residents to t a k e ' e x t r a precautions.

Detonating this type of mater 'a l i(s an accepted pract ice. It
has been uSed safely and success fu l l y at nwny locations,
Including East St . Louis, TL. ( <

} "• - •'

A firm which 1$ experienced and licensed 1n these detonation
procedures will conduct the work under the supervision of a
U.S. tPA on-scene coordinator.

• ' S
•• /

EPA will he conducting a detailed study of the sltP to determine
whether there.Is a need for additional emergency work at. the.site
The second purpose 1s to collect Infbrnatlon to see whether
the S 4te may he e l i g i b l e for the National Prior4t1**L1st
(NPL). NPL Sites can receive funds for lonq teml. 1 nWst Igat ̂ 0«
and cleanup of situations that ew'y pose potential envl ronr»enta1
or hpjlth proMens fas opposed to Ir^nediat* threats, such a\
the fire or the r<n/r><; t tt*i'rh ran he ha^dlpd using *«erq^«ry
funds.) Vne s'.udv w ' 1 -"cludp ^a'"pl'1q of th*» soil', waf."r •»"" ' *.
a ' r ^ n t h e s ' * . p.



!<"««* d ^{.PS't^j, 'or < nfortnat < no on - t » i e ;£*
Branch of the Chicauo PuM'c Uhrsrj at ^v^

> . ^ i , ^_ ,_»_,! .r ^o tmr fc ^^-IniWl

More " ^ -p*
TnT^nMtlon s i te at the "MUivn ^nch of the
-1- 1101 S. Indian* «VP. T h - s ''I" w i l l he

on hpcowei ava ' ^^ l 0 . ^ A<Jr11

a s ta tus '•eport oach wppk whMp
,.„. , .(«' 1s helnq dPSfny'p^. Th is rpport w i l l
»Tthp lihr^ry, T.hp d ; S t ^ C t f ̂  TP" s ta t ( 0" , PC

I' yoti npp-1 a d d l t l io«.
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